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f/^.DICAL  OFriCER  OF  liEALTHFS  lyNFU.iL  REPORT  FOR  1947. 


i'.r,  ivlayor,  Ladles  Gentlemen, 

r 1^-onoun  of  presentin-  tAe  Annual  Report  on 

DecemL'r  for  the  year  ended 

PTOLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  TIL:  AUTHCRITY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtlu 
Sanitary  & Pood  Inspector; 


Asst,  Sanitary  Inspector, 


L,x9,  Dicj'.'son,  : ,Do,3.S.  (part  time) 

"V,  ^y^^'ics,  ?,A,S,I.,  Aor.I.M.&;  Cy.F,, 
r" . In  San.  I . ( rutil  31.5.47) 

G.-i.  Graves,  / A,!.  I .Mun.E. , M.R.San.I. 
(from  1.9.47  to  31.7.48) 

Miss  D.P,  I'Tcvmian.  (until  27,2.47) 


Sec . A . 


STATISTICS  AilD 


SOCIAL  COHDITICHS  OF  TEE  APtEA . 


Oirea  in  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  at  mid  1947. 

Number  of  lnhabitcd_houses  at  end  of  19^-7 
according  to  the  liate  Book. 

Rateable  Value, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 


2,502. 

6,078. 

1,764, 
£-29 , 536 , 
£115. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  TEL  VI TAL  S T;'. TI S TI C S 


OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

Live  Births.  173 
legitimate . 155 

Illegitimate.  18 

Still  Births.  2 
Legitimate.  2 

Deaths , 73 


M.  P. 

95.  78.  ) Birth  rate 
85.  70.  ) the  cstima 
10,  8.  ) population 


per  1,0  ^:'C  of 
ted  resident 
• 28.4 

total 


1*  1.  ) Rato  perl 

1.  1.  } live  and  still  births.  11.4 

30,  43.  ) Death  rate  per  l,o<"r 
estimcatcd  average 
population.  12.4 


Deaths  from;  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

ether  Puerperal  Causes.  1.)  . Death  rate  per  1,0''0  total 

' live  and  still  births.  5.6 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age . 


Total.  M.  F. 
Legitimate.  7.  3.  4. 
Illegitimate,  1,  i. 

Death  Rates. 


All  infants  per  1,^^^  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  l,cr(  Icgltir.at-  live  births. 
Illegitlraato  Infants  per  l.er'  illegitimate  live  births 
Deatns  xrom  Iteasles  and  REie oping  Cough.. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  tv/o  years). 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  (all  ages)  "Total.  H.  P. 

3.  4.  2. 


46.2 

43.1 

55.5 
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Sgc.E.  GEEEuAL  Pirvisi  es  health  services  in  the  aesa. 

Public  Hoaltli  'fficcrs  of  the  .lutliority,  as  page  1, 

Lcoboratory  Facilltlos,  arc  provided  at  the  hoyal  Salop  Infirnary, 
Shre-vsbu.  r y . 

Nursinr^  in  the  Homo,  Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
Salop  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority-  and  v/ill  after 
July  1943,  be  responsible  for  all  forms  of  Nursing  in 

the  Hone  and  Health  Visiting,  A separate  Hone  Nursing 
Service  is  conten.plated  in  certain  areas,  one  of  v;hich  is 
Bridgnorth,  The  Donestic  Help  Service  will  bo  administered 
under  th.o  National  Health  Service  ./ict  by  the  Health 
Connittcc  of  the  Salop  County  Council  and  Sub  offices  v/ill 
in  tine  be  opened,  one  of  which  will  be  in  Bridgnorth  and 
v/ill  operate  in  the.  Borough  and  Aural  District, 

Anbul.ancc-  Services  .\jill  on  April  1st,  1948  cone  under  the 

'control  of  the  Salop  County  Council,  ("ne  ambulance  and 
cars  for  sitting  cases  will  be  boused  in  the  Borough, 

Tre a tnon t Centres,  Clinics  are  provided  at  the  Welfare  Centro 

for  Infants,  School  children.  Ante-natal  cases,  "rthopaedic 
and  Tuberculosis,  There  is  a Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at 
Shrev/sbury  and  there  are  others  at  ''hlverhanpton  and 
■ K-iddemins  ter , 


Sec.  C,  ■ SANITA'aY  CIRCUHSTAACES  (F.THE  AKEA, 

watb:':  supplies  . 

Ivindleford  Mains  Supply,  The  quantity  and  quality  of  v/ater 
from  this  supply'  has  been  satisfactory.  The  new  2''''/ 
gallon  reservoir  was  completed  during  the  year  and  1,1C(' 
yards  of  nev/  mains  for  the  North  '’.’est  area  of  the  Tov/n  were 
laid. 


The  No, 2 borehole  pump  at  hindleford  v/as  completely 
overhauled  and  replaced  with  a satisfactory  increase  in 
pumping  c ap a c i ty . 

^’’'^ater  Analysis.  The  results  of  the  bacteriological  tests 
of  the  samples  of  the  Borough  water  are ? - 

Hundred  House  V'/ell, 


Presumptive  B.Coli  in 

o 

o 

1 — 1 

mlt . 

C 

This  sample  is 

Faecal 

Coli 

22^ 

0 

highly 

Viable 

Bacterial 

Count 

at 

0 

satisfactory. 

Viable 

Bacterial 

Count 

at 

37° 

6 

Three  Tov/ns  Mains, 


Pres'umptive  B.Coli  in 

o 

o 

1 — 1 

mis , 

0 

This  sample  is 

Faecal  Coli 

0 

highly 

Viable  Bacterial  Count 

at 

22° 

1 

satisfactory. 

Viable  BacteVial  Count 

at 

37° 

^ 0 
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Supply.  '.'.iiere  rere  occasions  during  the  drv 
spells  when  the  amount  of  water  available  from  the  Conduit 
Lane  well  was  insufficient  and  it  was  decided  by  the 


Council  that  this  system  should  be  connected  to  the 
Mains  supply  from  Rindleford. 


Town 


Tasley  Supply,  There  has  been 
of  v;ater  from  the  mains  in  this 
Borough, 


no ^ alteration  in  the  supply 
district  adjoining  the 


gridpnortn  District  Council  laid  before  the 

Town  Council  ae tails  or  a part  of  a proposed  scheme  whereby 
the  Rural  District  Council  should  obtain  water  for  the 
areas  of ^ the  Rural  District  immediately  adjacent  to  the 

supplies  of  S5j,000  gallons  per  diem, 
ihe  Rural  District  Council'  were  assured  of  the  co-operotion 
of  the  Borough. 

River  Severn  Flooding. 

For  the  third  year  running  there  was  a.  major  flood,  this 
2/ oar  in  Marcn,  v/hen  grave  inconvenience  and  considerable 
damage  were  caused.  The  choked  sta,te  of  the  Bylet  by  pass 
channel  appears  to  be  a contributory  caus.e  of  these 
disasters.  A conference  of  all  Local  Authorities  in  the 
Colmty^  affected  by  these  floods  y/as  initiated  by  Wenlock 
Local  Authority  and  held  in  Shrev/sbury  on  April  15th  1947 
and  attended  by  representatives  of  Bridgnorth  Tovm  Council. 


Sec.D.  • HOUSING. 

Progress  in  the  housing  schemes  of  the  Authority  was 
slower  than  expected  owing  to  shortages  of  la.bour  and  materials, 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  completed  durin^-  1947, 

(a)  By  the  Council.  -iOi 

(b)  By  private  enterprise, 

2.  Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  Dec. 31st  1947, 

(a)  By  the  Council,  18. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise,  18, 

3.  Total  number  of  applications  for  houses  at  Dec, 31st, 19 47. 

403. 

^ c . E . INSPECTION  AND  SuPLRVISION  OF  FOOD, 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  producers  on  the  Register, 

Accredited  milk. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  1, 

No,  of  heat  treatment  plants. - 
No,  of  inspections. 

Reports  on  milk  samples.  4 satisfactory. 

Food  cc  Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act  1944, 

This  .*ct  has  not  yet  come  into  force  and  owing  to 
difficulties  mainly  of  a legal  nature,  it  has  been  decided 
by  the  Ministries  concerned  not  to  bring  it  into  operation 
in  1948,  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  the  Local 
Authorities  to  make  arrangem:ents  for  the  renewal  of  licences 
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I'iilk  (Specip.l  Eiesi(;^'nations ) Peculations  for 
1948-49,  and  to  carry  out  any  of  their  other  duties, 
to  the  production  of  milk  as  in  previous  years. 


the  year 
in  relation 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  Ice  Cream  (Hea.t  Treatment  etc) 
force  on  May  1st,  1947.  By  these, 
enabled  to  exercise  greater  control 
used  for  the  production  and  sale  of 


Regulations  1947  came  into 
Local  Authorities  are 
over  premises  and  plants 
ice  cream. 


No,  of  dealers  who  make  ice  cream  in  the  district.  3. 

No,  of  samples  taken  for  examination,  3, 

MEAT. 

Slaughtering  of  animals,  except  for  casualties  p.nd  pigs  for 
private  consumption,  is  still  cfirried  out  at  Wolverhampton 
• from  which  centre  meat  is  distributed  to  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  of  Bridgnorth, 


Meat  and  other  foods  condemned  in  the  district  during  1947, 


Carcases  of  sheep. 
Beef, 

Fish. 

Fish  in  tins, 

Frui  t ** 
Vegetables  in  tins. 
Milk  in  tins. 

Meat'  '*  ’’’ 

Butter, 


4 ^ 

147‘lbs. 

110  stones, 
30  tins. 

13  ” 

lyiy  If 

99 

10  " 

3 lbs. 


Sec.  F,  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES  ' 

in  tL.e  f irs  L half  of  the  year  cases  of  measles  continued  to  be 
.‘notified  in  fairly  large  num.bers,  the  total  for  the  year  being 
118,  ' Tnere  were  no  deaths, 

Of  other  notifiable  diseases  the  numbers  wore  in  practically 

cases  smaller  than  in  1946,  the  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia 
being  about  half  that  in  the  previous  year. 

Only  two  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified, 
although  this  disease  was  epidemic  for  some  months  throughout 
the  country.  There  was  no  death. 

Owing  to  the  outbree.k  of  Smallpox  in  nearby  areas' of  the 
Midlands,  a large  number  of  vaccinations  v/ere  carried  out  and 
chicken-pox  was  made  temporarily  notifiable  for  one  month  from 
20th  July  1947,  There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  and  only  two 
of  chicken-pox. 


No  case  of  diphtheria  has ‘been  notified  in  the  Borough 
since  1942, 

DIPHTI-HHUA  IMA:UNIS..\TI0N  . 

The  following  annual  return  for  the  year  ended  Dec. 31st  1947 
was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population. 


No,  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31.12.47. 


Ag3  at  31,12,47,  Under  5, 

No,  immunised.  226. 

Estimated  child  population 

at  mid, 1947.  516. 

% considered  Immainised,  48,7 


5-14,  Total, 

556;  782. 

957.  1,473. 

58.0  53.0 


A 
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NOTIFI.iBLE  DISEA:^T?.S 


THE  YE;F  1947. 


Disease . 


Scarlet  Fever. 
Pneumonia, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
V'.lioopinr;  Cough, 
Measles , 

Dysentery, 
Chicken-pox. 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 


Malaria , 


Total  cases.  Cases  admitted 
_notif led . to  hospital , 


3. 

7. 

1. 

1. 

2, 

15. 

118. 

1. 

2. 

1 , ( a f t e r vi/a  rd  s 
mi thdramn ) 
1 . ( contracted 
abroad) , 


3. 

1. 

1. 

2. 


1. 


Total 
Deaths , 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Nev;  Cases  and  Mortality  durina  the  year  1947 . 


Age 

Periods , 


5 

15 

25 

55 

65  & over. 
Totals , 


Nev/  Cases, 
Respiratory,  Non-Re sp. 

M.  F, 


M.  F. 

1. 


Deaths , 

Respiratory.  Non-Re sp, 

M.  F.  M,  P. 


1. 


There  v/ere  no  deaths  from  non  notified  cases  of  Tuberciaosis 

SCABIES . 

•?  cases  of  this  complaint  has  now  fallen  to 

negligible  proportions, 

I nave  the  honour  to  be,  Mr,  Mayor,  Aldemen  & Councillors, 

Yours  faithfully. 


L.  E.  DICKSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


